MAGMA FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
MINUTES OF THE
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2010 MEETING


A meeting of the Magma Flood Control District was held on Monday, June 1, 2010 at 4:12 p.m. at the Florence Unified School District - Anthem K-8 band room, 2700 N. Anthem Way, Florence, Arizona.  The meeting was properly posted within the boundaries of the District and a phone number of 1-800-920-7487 was provided for individuals residing within and without the District to appear telephonically for the meeting.


At the meeting appearing telephonically were Board President Vinson Dobson, Board Member Le Smith, Board Member Ty LeSueur and Assistant Secretary Larry Pfeiffer.  Appearing present for the meeting were District General Manager Kent Pace and Stephen Cooper, District Attorney.  The following public members appeared Cliff Hernandez, Jose Cadena, Betty Chandler, Earl Chandler, and Mark Cowling of the Florence Reminder and Blade Tribune.

The first item of business was introductions. 


President Dobson took the Public Comment out of order on the agenda due to the public members in attendance.  


Earl Chandler spoke concerning a dirt berm that was placed on the access road to the Magma Flood Control District’s “Lower Magma Channel”.  Mr. Chandler noted he had lived in the area for approximately forty (40) years, and during heavy rain, this is the only passable access from his property to County roads.  He noted that there are approximately forty (40) other residents that are impacted by this berm.  Mr. Chandler explained that the berm was placed by Paul Felix. 


It was noted that the berm was placed on the District access road by Mr. Felix without permission from the Board.  General Manager Pace noted that he had three to four calls within the last few moths concerning emergency access for these 40+/- residences of Pinal County.  General Manager Pace noted the subject road is not a public road and its sole purpose is to provide maintenance access for the drainage channel.  General Manager Pace said he contacted Greg Stanley, the Public Works Director of Pinal County and proposed that the MFCD grant a license to Pinal County authorizing its use of the MFCD maintenance road as an emergency access road for the Pinal County residents in need.  In exchange, Pinal County would be required to maintain the road and indemnify the District for any liabilities resulting from use of the road.  General Manager Pace suggested this could be covered through an intergovernmental agreement.


Betty Chandler also spoke about the direct use of the roadway.  She noted that this is the only emergency access to her property in the event of a severe storm.  


Clifford Hernandez also spoke concerning the problems of access and he asked the District to inform Mr. Felix that he cannot block access and asked to have the berm removed.


President Dobson directed staff to notify Pinal County of the problem and attempt to work with the County to assist the residents and noted that this matter could be discussed at a future meeting.


General Manager Pace noted that he would speak to Mr. Felix about his problem.  General Manager Pace also noted that previously people have asked for road access but it was denied because we did not want the liability and the possibility that we may need to expand or move the access road depending on channel repair or channel widening projects.  

President Dobson also directed that the District look into posting the roadway as a private right of access for the District.

The next item of business was approval of the minutes of the May 19, 2010 meeting. President Dobson noted the minutes were distributed to Board Members and posted on website.  A motion was made by Ty LeSueur to accept the minutes and it was seconded by Le Smith.  Thereafter the minutes were approved.


President Dobson went back to Agenda Item Number 2 concerning the status of the dam repairs.  General Manage Pace noted that he had a meeting with State Land and it went very well.  He believes State Land is willing to work with the District to resolve right of way issues and noted they were very cooperative.  General Manager Pace noted that State Land had large land holdings downstream from the dam which would benefit from the dam repair.


Board Member LeSueur asked about a status on the update on the engineering.  General Manager Pace noted that the final watershed environmental work plan was finished last week.  Pace noted that currently 60% construction plans had been issued to regulators for review; and that the draft 100% construction plans are scheduled to be issued on July 1, 2010.


President Dobson next presented a proposed schedule and time for Board Meetings for fiscal year 2010. It was noted that the Arizona Revised Statutes require that 1) District meetings occur within the County seat or at a location designated by the District within the boundaries of the taxing district, and 2) meetings must be held quarterly.  It was noted the current meetings at the Anthem K-8 School - Band Room are within the boundaries of the District. The current meeting format also provides the ability for Board Officers and the Public to telephonically participate in the meetings for those individuals that are unable to attend the meeting in person.  Due to the fact there are only three (3) District Board Members, it may sometimes be difficult to accomplish a quorum because of other matters, and by having ability for board members to appear telephonically greatly aides the District.  It was proposed in fiscal year 2010 that the Board adopt the following Quarterly Meeting Schedule; June 1, 2010, September 7, 2010, December 7, 2010, March 1, 2011 and June 7, 2011.  All meetings would be held at 4:00 p.m. at the Anthem K-8 School - Band Room.  It was noted that other Board Meetings would be held on an as needed basis as special meetings. President Dobson noted that he would like to continue with this format of meeting.  Thereafter a motion was made by Ty LeSueur to approve the fiscal year 2010 meeting schedule and it was seconded by Le Smith and thereafter approved by the Board.

The next item of business was Board Member reports.  There were no other reports.


The next item of business was public comment.  There were no further public comments.


The next item of business was other business that may become before the Board.  There 
was no other business to come before the Board.  


The next item was adjourning the meeting at 4:54 p.m.

RESPECTFULLY submitted this _____ day of June, 2010.
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District Attorney
